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The volume offers fresh perspectives on Angola’s past, from slaving
colony to nation state. It features eleven cutting-edge scholars — estab-
lished, mid-career and junior — who largely use unexplored sources or
re-interpret older ones. J. K. Thornton leads the first section, on Angola
between the South Atlantic and the Lunda realm, and re-examines the
motives behind Lundas’s expansion. S. H. Lara reconstructs the odyssey
of Ndongo princes exiled as “free” persons to Portugal after the 1671
battle of Pungo Andongo. E. C. Thompson tracks Feliciano José de
Barros, an enslaved carfoca who found his biological father in Benguela,
achieved recognition of paternity, and joined the family business —
slaving. The second section addresses major slaving town societies. M.
Buri looks at burial practices and spaces in Benguela, as the late 1700s
population and slave trade boomed. J. C. Curto offers a serialized analy-
sis of (Catholic) marriage in this same landscape, in a later context. V. S.
Oliveira delves into domestic service and urban retail trade occupations
in Luanda, filled mostly by enslaved females who were always at risk. T.
Lopes traces the trajectory of Jozé Lourenco Marques to highlight the
socio-economic ascent of exiled Portuguese in this urban
space and the imprisonment / punishment they inflicted
upon enslaved and “freed” African residents during
the “slow death of slavery”. The third section focuses
on the rise of Angola as a nation state. C. Madeira-
Santos dissects Portugal’s fictional narrative of work-
ing conditions in Angola, which masked a steady
use of forced labour. F. Luce investigates the
tangled links between Protestant missions and
UNITA (Angola’s third major liberation move-
ment). M. Menezes Paredes teases out the
context(s) of Jonas Savimbi’s penchant for politi-
cal and ideological jousting while he aimed to
thrive as leader of UNITA. J. S. Saul dissects
the fallout of the 27-05-1997 coup d'état, when
the governing MPLA veered from a liberation
movement to an authoritarian regime that
silenced thousands of opposition voices. This
book will surely inspire younger scholars to
construct their own keen-eyed approaches.

From Slaving Colony to
Nation State
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